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TB claims 6 in Ramsey County 


Resistant strain mostly seen at one senior community center 


By S. M. Chavey 


schavey@pioneerpress.com 


In the past two years, Ramsey 
County has had 17 cases of 
multi-drug resistant tuberculo- 
sis, a drastic increase from the 
one-or-fewer average in other 
years. 

Six of the 17 have died, with 
three of those deaths being 
directly attributed to tuberculo- 


sis, said Kris Ehresmann, direc- 
tor for infectious disease at the 
Minnesota Department of 
Health, on Monday. 

Of the 17 cases, 14 were in the 
Hmong community and 10 are 
associated with individuals who 
participate in activities at a 
senior center, Ehresmann said. 

Though it’s the largest out- 
break in the country, Ehres- 
mann said it does not pose a con- 


cern to the general public. 

“It’s important for folks in the 
Hmong community to know that 
if you have older family mem- 
bers who have symptoms, 
cough, weight loss, night sweats, 
and other symptoms that are 
compatible with TB, you should 
be aware that this is something 
to be considered,” Ehresmann 
said. “But definitely the general 
public needs to know it’s not a 


concern. I would hate for any- 
body to think, Tm not going to 
talk to my Hmong colleague or 
my Hmong friend’ because of 
this.” 

Tuberculosis is not easily 
transmitted, requiring close, 
prolonged contact with an 
infected person, Director of St. 
Paul-Ramsey County Public 
Health Anne Barry said Monday. 

Treatments for multi-drug 
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DECISION TIME 


Voters in St. Paul will decide on 
candidates for mayor and school board 
while those in the suburbs will have 
municipal and school board races as well 
as school levy issues to decide. Polls will 
be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. in 
Ramsey, Dakota and Washington 
counties. To find out where to vote and 
to get a sample ballot, go to the 
Minnesota secretary of state’s website 
at pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/. To learn 
more about candidates, visit our election 
guide at TwinCities.com/elections. 


Gunman had 


history of violence 


DAVID J. PHILLIP / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Laura Torres visits a line of 26 crosses before a vigil for the victims of the First Baptist Church shooting, Monday, in Sutherland Springs, Texas. A man opened fire inside the church in 
the small South Texas community on Sunday, killing 26 and wounding many more. 


Military failed to report 
shooter's criminal record; 
hostile text messages 
sent before Texas attack 


By Jim Vertuno, Will Weissert 
and Paul J. Weber 


Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas — The 
gunman who killed 26 people at a small- 
town Texas church had a history of domes- 
tic violence and sent threatening text mes- 
sages to his mother-in-law, a member of 
First Baptist, before the attack in which he 
fired at least 450 rounds at worshippers, 
authorities said Monday. 

A day after the deadliest mass shooting 
in state history, the military acknowledged 
that it did not submit the shooter’s criminal 
history to the FBI, as required by the Pen- 
tagon. If his past offenses had been proper- 
ly shared, they would have prevented him 
from buying a gun. 

Investigators also revealed that sheriffs 
deputies had responded to a domestic vio- 
lence call in 2014 at Devin Patrick Kelley’s 
home involving a girlfriend who became 
his second wife. Later that year, he was for- 
mally ousted from the Air Force for a 2012 
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Pastor Frank Pomeroy and his wife Sherri join a news conference Monday near the First 
Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas. The Pomeroys’ daughter Annabelle, 14, was 
among more than two dozen killed in the church shooting. 


assault on his ex-wife in which he choked 
her and struck her son hard enough to frac- 
ture his skull. 


“MOST OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY IS 
GONE.’ 


In the tiny town of Sutherland Springs, 
population 400, grieving townspeople were 
reeling from their losses. The dead ranged 
from 18 months to 77 years old and includ- 


ed multiple members of some families. 

“Our church was not comprised of mem- 
bers or parishioners. We were a very close 
family,” said Sherri Pomeroy, the wife of 
the church pastor, who was out of town 
with her husband when the attack hap- 
pened. “Now most of our church family is 
gone.” 

The couple’s 14-year-old daughter, Anna- 
belle Pomeroy, was among those killed. 

Kelley’s mother-in-law sometimes attend- 


INSIDE 
Additional coverage, Page 6A: 


e President Trump: Texas shooting 
about mental health, not guns. 


e Armed good Samaritan vs. armed 
attacker; tragedy feeds ongoing debate. 


ed services there, but the sheriff said she 
was not at church on Sunday. 

The massacre appeared to stem from a 
domestic situation and was not racially or 
religiously motivated, Texas Department 
of Public Safety Regional Director Free- 
man Martin said. He did not elaborate. 

Based on evidence at the scene, investiga- 
tors believe Kelley died of a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound after he was chased by 
bystanders, one of whom was armed, and 
crashed his car. 

The 26-year-old shooter also used his cell- 
phone to tell his father he had been shot 
and did not think he would survive, author- 
ities said. 


MILITARY DISCHARGE 

While in the military, Kelley served in 
logistics readiness at Holloman Air Force 
Base in New Mexico from 2010 until his 
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Feds allege visa fraud in Minn. 


4 Somali immigrants, 
now citizens, may 
have entered illegally 


By Steve Karnowski 
Associated Press 


The Justice Department moved 
Monday to revoke the U.S. citizen- 
ship of four Minnesotans from 


TwinCitiesecom 


Somalia accused of lying on their 
visa application. The four entered 
the U.S. through a program that 
President Donald Trump said 
should be eliminated after it was 
disclosed that the suspect in a 
recent New York terrorist attack 
had also used it. 

Fosia Abdi Adan, 51, whose last 
known address was Eden Prairie, 
entered the U.S. under the diversi- 
ty lottery visa program in 2001. 
Civil complaints filed in federal 
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court in Minnesota on Monday 
allege she then used her visa to 
get visas for a man she falsely 
claimed was her husband, and two 
cousins of hers who she and the 
man falsely claimed were their 
children. The complaints say all 
four used false names at the time. 
They eventually became Ameri- 
can citizens. 

“The current immigration 
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plan submitted just in time 


16-unit project could see student interest 


By Frederick Melo 


fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


The St. Paul City Council recent- 
ly hit pause on any future develop- 
ment along the six blocks of Mar- 
shall Avenue between Wilder and 
Wheeler streets. But a developer 
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submitted plans to the city for a 
five-story apartment building just 
hours before the yearlong morato- 
rium took effect. 

Jon Schwartzman, who recently 
bought a triplex and single-family 
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